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19 September 2018 Meeting
Dr. Jeff Karson (Syracuse University) will present:
“Fire and Ice: Living with Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Glaciers in Iceland”
Iceland is a volcanically-hyperactive part of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, where the North American and Eurasian plates diverge
above a mantle plume. As such, Iceland provides a natural laboratory for detailed studies of processes that occur along midocean ridges (MORs) where two-thirds of Earth’s crust is formed. Similar to MOR spreading centers, volcanic activity and
seismogenic faulting are focused along discrete rift zones connected by transform faults. The rift zones are marked by active central volcanoes, high-temperature geothermal activity, and dike/fissure swarms that have produced the largest historic lava flows on Earth. Historic eruptions have posed major threats for both the local population and north Atlantic airline
transportation. The rift zones occur in an en echelon array along a 50 km wide plate boundary zone that propagates N and S
away from the center of the Iceland hot spot. Rift propagation results in migration of the seismically active, EW transform
fault zones. Block rotations caused by changes in finite spreading along the plate boundary zone are associated with widespread, NS, rift-parallel, strike-slip faulting that may reactivate older zones of weakness created during spreading. The
widespread faulting in the plate boundary zones helps maintain transmissive pathways for domestic hot water wells over
much of Iceland. Glacial melt waters are exploited for hydroelectric power, but subglacial volcanoes periodically cause catastrophic glacial outburst floods (“jökulaups”), building a broad outwash plain and threatening vulnerable infrastructure.
The Icelandic population has learned to live with both the benefits and hazards of this very active geological environment.
Jeff Karson is a Professor of Geology in the Department of Earth Sciences at Syracuse University. His research focuses on
fault zones and volcanic processes on mid-ocean ridge spreading centers and other volcanic rift zones. He has investigated
(continued on page 4)
Please RSVP by Friday, September 14th to reserve your
seat and to help us provide a reliable count to the chef at
Spaghetti Warehouse.
Location:
Time:
Cost:
RSVP:

Dinner costs for students who RSVP will be offset by sponsorships
by Gould Groundwater Investigations and Parratt-Wolff.

Spaghetti Warehouse, 689 North Clinton Street, Syracuse, New York
5:00—6:00p.m. social hour: 6:00-6:30p.m. dinner; 6:45p.m. technical presentation
Members: $20 RSVP / $25 at the door; Non-member $30 RSVP / $35 at the door
https://cnyapg.org/ (see page 4 for details) or
Bonnie (Parratt Wolff) bolney@pwinc.com or (315) 437-1429

Next meeting - October 17, 2018 - Dr. Nick Warner (SUNY Geneseo)
The InSight mission to Mars: A geologist's approach to landing site evaluation
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President’s Message September 2018

As the President I would like welcome you all to a new year of the Central New York Association of Professional Geologists (CNYAPG). As this organization has done in the past, our
The CNYAPG Newsletter is a goal is to provide our members with an organization that expands your professional, scienmonthly publication of the Central
tific, and personal horizons through the wondrous power of geology.
New York Association of Professional Geologists dedicated to
sharing upcoming events, delivering regular articles of interest and
providing the Membership a forum
for discussion.

I would like to encourage our members and interested guests to join us at our monthly meetings. These monthly meetings offer an opportunity to meet other geologists and to hear interesting speakers. Our meetings last year covered geology, groundwater, remediation, and
professional registration. We ended the season of meetings with a field trip to the Jamesville
Quarry. The current board will strive to continue to bring you opportunities to both learn and
The newsletter is prepared by the
Officers and Board of Directors of have a good social time at the monthly meetings. The monthly meetings regularly take place
in the evening on the third Wednesday of each month.
CNYAPG (listed below).
Officers:
Guy Swenson, President
guy.swenson@obg.com
Calvin Prothro, Vice President
prothroc@sunyocc.edu
Gerry Gould, Treasurer
ggould@gouldgw.com
Sean Pepling, Secretary
spepling@pwinc.com
Mary Sorensen,
Associate Vice President
Marysorensen.66@gmail.com

CNYAPG exists because of its member and to benefit its members and the Central New
York community. CNYAPG offers its members a venue to interact with other geologists in
the area through monthly meetings. It offers members and the community opportunities to
learn about geology and the relationship of geology to their lives through the monthly meetings and periodic symposiums. And CNYAPG provides a voice for area geologists. Membership with CNYAPG is a minimal cost, $25, which not only gets you a reduced rate for
the monthly meetings, but also strengthens our voice in Central New York and gives you a
community to support you in your career. Memberships renewals are due in September.
Please continue to
support CNYAPG by
renewing your membership.
Guy Swenson
President CNYAPG

Board of Directors:
George Thomas
george.thomas.5624@gmail.com
Kyle Makovsky
kamakovs@syr.edu
Will Hackett
whackett@pwinc.com
Ed Hinchey
ehinchey@indiescientists.com
Bill McCune
William.mccune@arcadis.com
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Upcoming Events of Interest
Date

Organization

Description

September 6

Syracuse
University

Miriam Reiss, Yale—TBA
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

September 13

Syracuse
University

Mike Thonis —TBA
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

September 19

CNYAPG

Dr. Jeff Karson, Syracuse University - Fire and Ice: Living with Volcanoes, Earthquakes and
Glaciers in Iceland
CNYAPG Monthly Meeting, Spaghetti Warehouse, N. Clinton Street, Syracuse, NY
www.cnyapg.org

September 20

Syracuse
University

D. Boutt, UMass-Amherst —TBA
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

September 27

Syracuse
University

Will Nachlas —TBA
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

October 3

EBC of CNY

October 17

CNYAPG

Dr. Nick Warner , SUNY Geneseo - The InSight mission to Mars: A geologist's approach to
landing site evaluation
CNYAPG Monthly Meeting, Spaghetti Warehouse, N. Clinton Street, Syracuse, NY
www.cnyapg.org

October 18

Syracuse
University

Margaret Zimmer, University of California, Santa Cruz —TBA
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

November 7

EBC of CNY

Jerel Bogdan, PE — C&S Companies - SPDES Permitting Requirements for Boutique Beverages
EBCCNY Monthly Meeting, Double Tree, 6301 Route 298, East Syracuse, NY
http://hancocklaw.com/events/

Derek Henderson, Partners Environmental—General Overview of New Environmental Regulatory Drivers on the Horizon Effecting New York Industries
EBCCNY Monthly Meeting, Double Tree, 6301 Route 298, East Syracuse, NY
http://hancocklaw.com/events/

2018-2019 Monthly Meetings Fees
StudentMember
Non-member
Member
Student
Pre-registered

$20

$30

$10

$15

At the door

$25

$35

$15

$20
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(continued from page 1)

the geology of the deep seafloor using small submarines, remotely operated vehicles
and autonomous vehicles collaborating broadly with petrologists and geophysicists.
He has linked these studies to investigations of on-land extensional terranes where
analogous processes can be studied in greater detail, for example, Iceland and the
East African Rift System. He is co-author of a comprehensive overview of the midocean ridge system entitled “Discovering the Deep: A Photographic Atlas of the Seafloor and Oceanic Crust” (2015, Cambridge University Press). Professor Karson and
sculptor Robert Wysocki are the co-founders of the Syracuse University Lava Project, a unique fusion of scientific investigations, educational experiences and artistic
creations based on large-scale experimental lava flows.

Online Registration Available for Dinner Meetings
Register for the monthly dinner meetings using CNYAPG’s web site. Simply go to
https://cnyapg.org/events and follow the instructions to register. You will be able to pay
for the meeting ahead of time, if you wish. You still have the option of calling or emailing Bonnie to register if you prefer (you only need to register one way or the other).

CNYAPG Renewals Due
CNYAPG’s membership period follows the CNYAPG meeting year from September
through August. Renewals are due in September. To renew or become a new member,
simply complete the membership form available on our website at www.cnyapg.org! Membership is only $25 per year and all money received is used in support of our organization.

CNYAPG
Governance
Membership Renewal
CNYAPG’s membership period
follows the CNYAPG meeting year
from September through August.
Renewals are due in September. To
renew or become a new member,
simply complete the membership
form, available on our website at
www.cnyapg.org. Membership is
only $25 per year and all money
received is used in support of our
organization.
Join CNYAPG at our social networking groups on Facebook and
LinkedIn . These sites (always under development) will provide
online forums for discussion, as
well as another way to inform our
members and networking opportunities. For more information about our
social media sites e-mail us at
admin@cnyapg.org.

The CNYAPG was founded in
1993 to strengthen and advance
the
geological
sciences.
CNYAPG
conducts
regular
meetings on the third Wednesday of each month from September to May. Meetings feature
dinner and distinguished speakers whose presentations invite
comment and discussion.

CNYAPG meets the third Wednesday of the month from September through May
at Spaghetti Warehouse, located at 689 North Clinton Street, Syracuse, New York.
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