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16 January 2019 Meeting
Dr. Donald Siegel (Syracuse University) will present:
“The Dismissal of Facts in Water-Related Decision Making: Root Causes and What to do About It”
Water scientists no longer can assume that societal decisions on water, ranging from contamination to resource allocation,
will be based on preponderance of scientific fact. Regional and social tribalism, single issues tied to ethics, and a fragmented digital media lead to bipartisan repudiation of science and the scientific method. Opposing sides of water (and other)
scientific issues use identical play books to reduce the value of scientific facts; “cherry picking” data, smearing bearers of
unwelcome scientific news, promoting obstructionist rhetoric, and not expressing true concerns. The scientific debate over
methane concentrations in drinking water serves as a case in point. A possible way for scientists in water quality or quantity
debates to ameliorate this sad state of affairs is to publicly respect and take the time understand the opposition to sound water science, thereby offering a chance for compromise in the future.
Don Siegel has served 30+ years at Syracuse University after working as hydrologist/aqueous geochemist with the U.S.
Geological Survey and getting his doctorate in hydrogeology from the University of Minnesota. Throughout his career,
Don has studied aqueous geochemistry and groundwater fluid and solute transport at many scales, from basin wide to near
local streams and lakes, and has published widely in the peer review literature on these topics.
Dr. Siegel has served as Chairman of the National Research Council’s Water Science and Technology Board and has been
on numerous NRC committees addressing multiple National water related environmental and resource problems. He was
(continued on page 4)
Please RSVP by Friday, January 11th to reserve your seat
and to help us provide a reliable count to the chef at Spaghetti Warehouse.
Location:
Time:
Cost:
RSVP:

Dinner costs for students who RSVP will be offset by sponsorships
by CT Male Associates, Gould Groundwater Investigations and
Parratt-Wolff.

Spaghetti Warehouse, 689 North Clinton Street, Syracuse, New York
5:00—6:00p.m. social hour: 6:00-6:30p.m. dinner; 6:45p.m. technical presentation
Members: $20 RSVP / $25 at the door; Non-member $30 RSVP / $35 at the door
https://cnyapg.org/ (see page 4 for details) or
Bonnie (Parratt Wolff) bolney@pwinc.com or (315) 437-1429

Next meeting - February 20, 2019 - Laura Demott (Syracuse University)
Topic—TBA
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This is the time of year when the nights are long, the days are too short, and it is cold and
snowy outside (or at least it is supposed to be). Even worse the good outcrops are all covThe CNYAPG Newsletter is a ered in snow so wandering around looking at geology is really challenging.
monthly publication of the Central
New York Association of Professional Geologists dedicated to
sharing upcoming events, delivering regular articles of interest and
providing the Membership a forum
for discussion.

What do you do to make it through the long winter here in Central New York? Skiing, skating, sledding, snowshoeing, and snowmobiling are some of the many outdoor activities that
one can enjoy. Inside there is hanging out with family and friends, reading, movies, and the
CNYAPG Monthly Meetings! Yes, when the sun sets on a winter night (The 3rd Wednesday of the month) you can join other geologists and share a beer, renew friendships, make
new friendships and connections, have a meal you don’t have to cook, and enjoy an interestThe newsletter is prepared by the ing geology presentation. How can you top that! So join other CNYAPG members and
Officers and Board of Directors of
guests at the monthly meetings in 2019.
CNYAPG (listed below).
Officers:
Guy Swenson, President
guy.swenson@obg.com
Calvin Prothro, Vice President
prothroc@sunyocc.edu

This month Dr. Don Siegel (Syracuse University) will be talking about “The Dismissal of
Facts in Water-Related Decision Making: Root Causes and What to do About It”. Any of
you who have heard Dr. Siegel speak, know how entertaining and thought provoking he is.
Liven up you winter evening and join us on January 16th 2019.
Happy New Year!
Guy Swenson

Gerry Gould, Treasurer
ggould@gouldgw.com
Sean Pepling, Secretary
spepling@pwinc.com
Mary Sorensen,
Associate Vice President
Marysorensen.66@gmail.com
Board of Directors:
George Thomas
george.thomas.5624@gmail.com
Kyle Makovsky
kamakovs@syr.edu
Will Hackett
whackett@pwinc.com
Ed Hinchey
ehinchey@indiescientists.com
Bill McCune
William.mccune@arcadis.com
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Upcoming Events of Interest
Date
January 16

January 21

Organization
CNYAPG

Description
Dr. Donald Siegel, Syracuse University - The Dismissal of Facts in Water-Related Decision
Making: Root Causes and What to Do About It
CNYAPG Monthly Meeting, Spaghetti Warehouse, N. Clinton Street, Syracuse, NY
www.cnyapg.org

Gem and
GMSS Monthly Meeting, 209 Oswego Road, Liverpool, NY
Mineral Society www://gmss.us
of Syracuse

February 6

EBC of CNY

February 20

CNYAPG

Richard Walka, D&B Engineers and Architects—Managing Waste Generated in the Health
Care Field
EBCCNY Monthly Meeting, Double Tree, 6301 Route 298, East Syracuse, NY
http://hancocklaw.com/events/
Laura Demott, Syracuse University - TBA
CNYAPG Monthly Meeting, Spaghetti Warehouse, N. Clinton Street, Syracuse, NY
www.cnyapg.org

CNYAPG 2018-2019 Monthly Meetings Fees
StudentMember
Non-member
Member
Student
Pre-registered

$20

$30

$10

$15

At the door

$25

$35

$15

$20
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(continued from page 1)

elected a Fellow of the Geological Society of America, whose Hydrogeology Division awarded him its; Distinguished Birdsall-Dreiss Lectureship, Distinguished Service Award, and OE Meinzer Award for Research. Don also became a Fellow of the
American Association of Advancement of Sciences and was elected as an AGU Fellow. Don loves to teach as well as do research and Syracuse University awarded him
its William Wassertrom Prize for Excellence in Graduate Mentoring and the Laura J.
and Douglas Meredith Professorship for undergraduate teaching.

CNYAPG Renewals Due
CNYAPG’s membership period follows the CNYAPG meeting year from September through
August. Renewals are due in September. To renew or become a new member, simply complete
the membership form available on our website at www.cnyapg.org! Membership is only $25
per year and all money received is used in support of our organization.

Online Registration Available for Dinner Meetings
Register for the monthly dinner meetings using CNYAPG’s web site. Simply go to https://
cnyapg.org/events and follow the instructions to register. You will be able to pay for the meeting ahead of time, if you wish. You still have the option of calling or emailing Bonnie to register if you prefer (you only need to register one way or the other).

CNYAPG
Governance
Membership Renewal
CNYAPG’s membership period
follows the CNYAPG meeting year
from September through August.
Renewals are due in September. To
renew or become a new member,
simply complete the membership
form, available on our website at
www.cnyapg.org. Membership is
only $25 per year and all money
received is used in support of our
organization.
Join CNYAPG at our social networking groups on Facebook and
LinkedIn . These sites (always under development) will provide
online forums for discussion, as
well as another way to inform our
members and networking opportunities. For more information about our
social media sites e-mail us at
admin@cnyapg.org.

The CNYAPG was founded in
1993 to strengthen and advance
the
geological
sciences.
CNYAPG
conducts
regular
meetings on the third Wednesday of each month from September to May. Meetings feature
dinner and distinguished speakers whose presentations invite
comment and discussion.

CNYAPG meets the third Wednesday of the month from September through May
at Spaghetti Warehouse, located at 689 North Clinton Street, Syracuse, New York.
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