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Next dinner meeting - March 2022 

CNYAPG 
February 2022 

16 February 2022 Dinner Meeting– 6:00 PM 

Dr. Robert Darling (SUNY Cortland) will present: 

 
 

Tiny mineral inclusions yield clues to the origin of the world’s largest garnets, 
Gore Mountain, NY  

 

 

In the last few years, mineral inclusion studies in the world’s largest garnet crystals from the Barton Mine at 
Gore Mountain, NY has revealed metastable igneous phases such as cristobalite and kumdykolite, and remarka-
bly, preserved primary glass.  The metastable phases are interpreted to be trapped tonalitic to trondjhemitic 
melts.  My European colleagues and I infer that injection of H2O caused incipient melting of gabbro and concur-
rent growth of large garnet, rather than the long-held hypothesis that the garnet grew in the presence of only su-
percritical H2O. 

 
 
 
 

In this Issue:   
• February Meeting Announcement 

• President’s Message 

• Congratulations to Guy Swenson 

• Sponsor Recognition 

• NEW– CNYAPG Crossword Puzzle 

• Upcoming Events 
 

Dr. Robert Darling 
(SUNY Cortland) 

This presentation has been approved for 1 NY PDH towards your NY-PG  
continuing education requirements and is a virtual event 

 
 
 

Registrants will receive Zoom login instructions the morning of 2/16/22 
 

Register today at www.cnyapg.org! 

http://www.cnyapg.org


CNYAPG  
Newsletter 
 
The CNYAPG Newsletter is a 
monthly publication of the Central 
New York Association of Profes-
sional Geologists dedicated to 
sharing upcoming events, deliver-
ing regular articles of interest and 
providing the Membership  a forum 
for discussion.  
 
The newsletter is prepared  by the 
Officers and Board of Directors of 
CNYAPG (listed below). 
 
Officers: 
 
Calvin Prothro, President 
prothroc@sunyocc.edu 
 
Sean Pepling, Vice President 
spepling@pwinc.com 
 
Gerry Gould, Treasurer 
ggould@gouldgw.com 
 
Will Hackett, Secretary 
WHackett@pwinc.com 
 
Board of Directors: 
 
Andrew Korik 
andrew.korik@arcadis.com  
 
Justin Stroup 
justin.stroup@oswego.edu 
 
Lewis McCaffrey 
lewis.mccaffrey@dec.ny.gov  
 
Bill McCune 
William.mccune@arcadis.com 
 
Nate Kranes 
nkranes@trccompanies.com 
 
Keith White 
Keith.White@arcadis.com  
 
Lynette Mokry 
l.mokry@fpm-remediations.com  
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President’s Message– February 2022 
 

It is February, and it is cold! There are a lot of things happening with 

CNYAPG, and in the world of geology. However, before I jump into some of 

these topics, I want to say thank you to Robert and Johanna Titus for their 

great talk last month. If you missed it, it was on the glacial landscapes of New 

York State and how they have influenced landscape painting and other types 

of artistry. It was well attended, and I fielded several inquiries regarding re-

cordings of the talk. Just for future reference, CNYAPG will not record our 

talks unless the presenter(s) request us to do so or the presenter(s) makes their 

own. Second, I also want to note a correction. In last month’s President’s let-

ter, I stated that both Robert and Johanna Titus were retired Hartwick profes-

sors. In actuality, Robert is from Hartwick College and Johanna is from 

SUNY Dutchess. My apologies for the error. 

This month, CNYAPG will be hosting Dr. Robert Darling from SUNY 

Cortland’s Geology Department.  His presentation is entitled: “Tiny mineral 

inclusions yield clues to the origin of the world’s largest garnets, Gore Moun-

tain, NY”.  This presentation is currently under evaluation by NYSCPG for 

Professional Development Hours (PDHs), so if you are looking for PDHs, 

stay tuned. I am personally looking forward to this talk. It has been a while 

since I have been in the area of Gore Mountain, and some time since I last at-

tended a presentation on Gore Mountain’s Garnets or the mining industry as-

sociated it. Even though the current spike in Covid-Omicron is waning, we 

have decided to have this month’s presentation virtually. I hope you will at-

tend this Zoom event on February 16th, beginning at 6:00 pm. Please keep an 

eye out for announcements regarding PDHs. 

So, the CNYAPGs Student Grant Committee has evaluated and debat-

ed all of the applicant proposals for the 2022 CNYAPG Grant for Earth Sci-

ence Student Research Grant and has with great difficulty announced a win-

ner. It is my duty and pleasure to announce that this year’s recipient of the 

$1000 Earth Science Student Research Grant is Helbert Garcia-Delagado of 

Syracuse University.  Helbert’s research proposal entitled: “Impact of climate 

and tectonics on erosion and sedimentation rates in low latitude active oro-

gens: a case study in the Colombian Andes.”, was ranked first among the half 

dozen other applicants. Congratulations, and we are all looking forward to  



 

www.cnyapg.org 
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President’s Message– February 2022 (continued…) 
 

your presentation next year. To all the other great students who ap-

plied, keep up the good work, and please, if you are eligible, re-apply next 

year.  

In other news, last month I mentioned the geological trails bill. I still 

have little information to convey to you; however, I would like your help. I 

would like us, as Central New Yorkers, to be in a position to advocate for our 

local scenic geology. I would like to challenge all of you to submit (for publi-

cation in this newsletter) your favorite Central New York State Park or place 

of geologic interest. It could be a nature preserve or a creek walk. It could be 

a scenic overlook or a roadside outcrop. Submit to CNYAPG two or three 

paragraphs outlining and describing why a particular place is of geologic or 

scenic interest. You can include one or two of your photographs to support 

your description. If multiple entries are submitted for the same location, they 

will be combined into a single article noting it is of multiple submissions. We 

will try to present these locations in future monthly newsletters. I believe this 

will allow CNYAPG to compile locations that can be offered up at the proper 

time. This idea may not lead to influencing any decisions but may reveal 

places of interest, in the region, to people who may not have known about 

them. I also believe; if we do not advocate for places we think are interesting, 

in Central New York, others may not. I would like to hear back from all of 

you on this subject. 

On a related topic, I have in the past called for people to submit arti-

cles and photos to the newsletter. We, on the board of CNYAPG, want to 

make this newsletter useful and engaging for our members and the public. To 

this end, we are going to try to have a monthly crossword puzzle and geolog-

ic photo of the month. We may even try a section called “Test Your Geologic 

Knowledge” where members email us a geologic question (with the answer) 

and the members can see how much they remember from all those subject 

courses we took as undergrads and graduate students. I think it will be fun.  

Some updates on other things of geologic interest.  I am sure by now 

all of you have heard that there was a series of massive volcanic eruptions in 

the Tonga Archipelago during the middle of January. This was one of, if not,  
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President’s Message– February 2022 (continued…) 
 

the most powerful series of volcanic eruptions in this century. It gen-

erated tsunamis that took lives as far away as Peru, and several of the large 

explosions were heard in Anchorage, Alaska, and even in parts of the Yukon 

territories, over 6,000 miles (9,650 km) away! Atmospheric pressure waves 

from the eruption were captured by several weather satellites as they echoed 

around the world, reportedly as many as four times, and were recorded in 

places as far away from the eruption as Milton Massachusetts. The ask 

plumes from the largest of the eruptions had a diameter of over 400 miles 

(644 km). For comparison, New York State is 330 miles by 283 miles (531 

km by 455km). The largest of these eruptions has been compared to the erup-

tions of Mount Pinatubo in 1991 and even Krakatoa in 1883. 

Finally, February is African-American History Month. With all the 

talk about the possibility of the first African-American woman being nomi-

nated to the Supreme Court of the United States, and Dr. Jessica Watkins 

(who by the way has a Ph.D. in Geology) being slated to be the first African-

American woman to conduct a long-duration mission on the ISS 

(International Space Station) and maybe becoming the second geologist to 

walk on the moon (as part of NASA’s Artemis lunar program), I wanted to 

mention Marguerite Williams. Who is Marguerite Williams, you ask?  

Dr. Marguerite Thomas Williams was born in Washington D.C., in 

1895. In 1916, she graduated from the Normal School for Colored Girls in 

Washington D.C. and went onto Howard University where she earned a 

bachelor’s degree in Geology in 1923. After graduation, she went back to the 

Normal school in Washington (Now renamed the Miner Teachers College) 

and taught geology and geography, where she served as chair for ten years. 

During this time, she was given a leave of absence to pursue a master’s de-

gree at Columbia University, which she received in 1930. She again returned 

to Washington D.C. to continue teaching at the Miner Teachers College. 

With a master’s degree in hand, she began working towards her Ph.D. in Ge-

ology, which she earned from Catholic University, in Washington, D.C., in 

1942. Dr. Marguerite Thomas Williams’ Ph.D. dissertation was entitled: 

“The Study of the History of Erosion in the Anacostia Drainage Basin,” in  
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President’s Message– February 2022 (continued…) 
 

which she examined the geologic features of that famous river sys-

tem. Her career focused on teaching and mentoring African-American stu-

dents rather than on research. She taught both at the Miner College and How-

ard University before retiring in 1955. She passed away in August of 1991. 

Dr. Marguerite Thomas Williams was the first person of African descent to 

earn a degree in geology in the United States.   

Earning a Ph.D. is a worthy accomplishment in any field. Earning a 

Ph.D. in any physical science is an order of magnitude more difficult. Earn-

ing a Ph.D. in the physical sciences in the 1930s, as a woman must have been 

mind-blowingly hard. I cannot imagine how difficult it must have been for 

Marguerite Thomas Williams to earn a Ph.D. in the physical sciences in the 

1930s, as an African-American woman. When you learn about Americans 

like Dr. Williams, walking to school five miles, each day, in the snow, uphill, 

both ways, doesn’t sound so hard after all. 

As usual, I end (this rather lengthy letter) with a quote: “I know of 

nothing more inspiring than that of making discoveries for one’s self.” - 

George Washington Carver.  

 

Hang in there and keep the faith, 
 
Calvin K. Prothro; P.G., CPG  
President of CNYAPG  
 
 

 

Congratulations to Former 
President Guy Swenson for 

winning the AIPG 2021 
Member Photo Challenge 

and having his photo-  
Yellowstone Abstract featured 

on the cover of the current 
issue of  

The Professional Geologist! 
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Look for the solution to the February puzzle in next month’s issue! 

A cold day in February– northern New York... 
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Thank you to our Sponsors! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CNYAPG 
Governance 

 

Membership  Renewal 
CNYAPG’s membership period 
follows the CNYAPG meeting year 
from September through August.  
Renewals are due in September. To 
renew or become a new member, 
simply complete the membership 
form, available on our website at 
www.cnyapg.org. Membership is 
only $25 per year and all money 
received is used in support of our 
organization. 
 
Join CNYAPG at our social net-
working groups on  Facebook and 
LinkedIn . These sites (always un-
der development) will provide 
online forums for discussion, as 
well as another way to inform our 
members and networking opportuni-
ties. For more information about our 
social media sites e-mail us at  
admin@cnyapg.org. 
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Programming Note & Upcoming Events 
 

 
 
February 16, 2022 6:00 PM– CNYAPG– Tiny mineral inclusions yield 
clues to the origin of the world’s largest garnets, Gore Mountain, NY  

Dr. Robert Darling– SUNY Cortland 

Dinner Meeting– www.cnyapg.org 
 
 
March 16, 2022 6:00 PM– CNYAPG– Topic TBD 

Mr. Andy Kozlowski– NYSGS 

Dinner Meeting– www.cnyapg.org 
 
 
April 20, 2022 6:00 PM– CNYAPG– Topic TBD 

Dr. Paul Harnick– Colgate University 

Dinner Meeting– www.cnyapg.org 
 
 
May 18, 2022 6:00 PM– CNYAPG– Topic TBD 

Dr. Rachel Lee– SUNY Oswego 

Dinner Meeting– www.cnyapg.org 
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