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20 February 2019 Meeting
Laura DeMott (Syracuse University) will present:
“Assessing Microbial Influence on Deposition of Frondose Lacustrine Carbonate Tufas
from Winnemucca Dry Lake, NV, USA”
Lacustrine carbonates (tufas) in the lake basins of Pleistocene pluvial Lake Lahontan are important analogues for
South Atlantic margin carbonate reservoirs and have been used as paleoproxies for assessing hydroclimate variations over time. However, the specific depositional mechanisms responsible for tufa formation are still a matter
of debate, particularly with respect to microbial influences. In Winnemucca Dry Lake, NV, tufas are widespread
along the western margin of the dry lake bed, and a variety of morphologies and textures are observed. The most
common and laterally extensive variety of tufa is a frondose form that exhibits draping and branching textures
and is deposited on hard substrates. This form of tufa occurs both at spring-associated sites on the lake bottom
and at high elevations along bedrock cliffs. The tufa meso- and microfabrics are similar to those observed in
modern microbialites from Fayetteville Green Lake (NY). Samples of frondose tufa were collected from a spring
-associated site and a high elevation bedrock outcrop site. Hand samples exhibit a porous, branching mesofabric,
with some samples containing areas exhibiting stromatolitic laminations. Thin section petrography and scanning
(continued on page 4)

Please RSVP by Friday, February 15th to reserve your seat
and to help us provide a reliable count to the chef at Spaghetti Warehouse.
Location:
Time:
Cost:
RSVP:

Dinner costs for students who RSVP will be offset by sponsorships
by CT Male Associates, Gould Groundwater Investigations and
Parratt-Wolff.

Spaghetti Warehouse, 689 North Clinton Street, Syracuse, New York
5:00—6:00p.m. social hour: 6:00-6:30p.m. dinner; 6:45p.m. technical presentation
Members: $20 RSVP / $25 at the door; Non-member $30 RSVP / $35 at the door
https://cnyapg.org/ (see page 4 for details) or
Bonnie (Parratt Wolff) bolney@pwinc.com or (315) 437-1429

Next meeting - March 20, 2019 - Dr. Esteban Gazel (Cornell University)
Topic - “The Rocks that Joined the Americas: Is There a Connection with Climate and Evolution of Life?”
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President’s Message February 2019
“Parachute use compared with a backpack control did not reduce death or major traumatic injury when used by participants jumping from aircraft ...”

The CNYAPG Newsletter is a
monthly publication of the Central
New York Association of Professional Geologists dedicated to
sharing upcoming events, delivering regular articles of interest and
providing the Membership a forum
for discussion.

This headline (an actual conclusion from a professional study) got your attention, but being
a scientist you probably are not going to immediately throw on a backpack and jump out of
an airplane. If you read further you would find that this 2018 study was performed by professors from Harvard Medical School, the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, and
two medical departments at the University of Michigan. This professional paper was peer
reviewed and published in the professional British Medical Journal. Here’s the link to the
article if you wish to read it yourself (https://www.bmj.com/content/363/bmj.k5094). This is
The newsletter is prepared by the a real professional paper! Are you convinced yet?
Officers and Board of Directors of
CNYAPG (listed below).
Officers:
Guy Swenson, President
guy.swenson@obg.com
Calvin Prothro, Vice President
prothroc@sunyocc.edu

I’m not trying to get geologists to jump out of airplanes. Rather I would like to encourage us
all as professionals to be honest and thorough. Be honest about your conclusions by reporting what your studies actually tell you not what your client wants to hear. Recognize the uncertainty in your data and be open to alternative hypotheses. Don’t design your study to just
support your preconceived opinion, rather design your study to test your hypothesis. Be
(continued on page 3)

Gerry Gould, Treasurer
ggould@gouldgw.com
Sean Pepling, Secretary
spepling@pwinc.com
Mary Sorensen,
Associate Vice President
Marysorensen.66@gmail.com
Board of Directors:
George Thomas
george.thomas.5624@gmail.com
Kyle Makovsky
kamakovs@syr.edu
Will Hackett
whackett@pwinc.com
Ed Hinchey
ehinchey@indiescientists.com
Bill McCune
William.mccune@arcadis.com
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Upcoming Events of Interest
Date

Organization

Description

February 6

EBC of CNY

Richard Walka, D&B Engineers and Architects—Managing Waste Generated in the Health
Care Field
EBCCNY Monthly Meeting, Double Tree, 6301 Route 298, East Syracuse, NY
http://hancocklaw.com/events/

February 14

Syracuse
University

Christopher Spencer, Curtin University —Kickstarting the Modern Era: Cascading State
Shifts in the Paleoproterozoic Biosphere, Atmosphere, and Lithosphere
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

February 20

CNYAPG

Laura Demott, Syracuse University - Assessing Microbial Influence on Deposition of Frondose Lacustrine Carbonate Tufas from Winnemucca Dry Lake, NV, USA
CNYAPG Monthly Meeting, Spaghetti Warehouse, N. Clinton Street, Syracuse, NY
www.cnyapg.org

February 28

Syracuse
University

Jane Gilotti, University of Iowa —High-Pressure and Ultrahigh-Pressure Metamorphism in
NE Greenland: the Critical Role of the Upper Plate in the Caledonian Orogen
K. Douglas Nelson Lecture Series, SU Dept. of Earth Sciences, Syracuse, NY
http://earthsciences.syr.edu/Events/Nelson_EAR.html

March 20

CNYAPG

Dr. Esteban Gazel, Cornell University - The Rocks that Joined the Americas: Is There a Connection with Climate and Evolution of Life?
CNYAPG Monthly Meeting, Spaghetti Warehouse, N. Clinton Street, Syracuse, NY
www.cnyapg.org

CNYAPG 2018-2019 Monthly Meetings Fees
StudentMember
Non-member
Member
Student
Pre-registered

$20

$30

$10

$15

At the door

$25

$35

$15

$20

(continued from page 2)
thorough when you read professional articles (and the news) and make sure the article presents solid facts to support its conclusions. Thoroughly read articles and listen to others presenting conclusions/hypotheses that are contrary to yours.
And finally, enjoy what you are doing and allow humor in your professional life. Take a minute to read the professional article about parachutes and jumping out of planes and you will find the one item about the study method that allows this to be a
peer reviewed study, but one that left smiles on many faces.
Guy Swenson
President
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(continued from page 1)

electron microscopy show that frondose tufas are dominated by mixed micrite and
shrubby calcite fabrics, with varying degrees of secondary calcite; some samples contain preserved microbial filaments. Organic geochemistry, including Corg content,
d13Corg, d15N, and DNA sequencing indicate that tufa deposition at both springassociated and shoreline sites may be influenced by photosynthetic microbes
(Cyanobacteria, Chloroflexi). Radiocarbon age dating of carbonate and organic carbon lends insight into the timing of these processes and the relationship to lake basin
history. These results have implications for paleoenvironmental interpretations of
Lahontan tufa deposits and may have broader implications for studies of microbialites throughout the rock record.

CNYAPG Renewals Due
CNYAPG’s membership period follows the CNYAPG meeting year from September through
August. Renewals are due in September. To renew or become a new member, simply complete
the membership form available on our website at www.cnyapg.org! Membership is only $25
per year and all money received is used in support of our organization.

Online Registration Available for Dinner Meetings
Register for the monthly dinner meetings using CNYAPG’s web site. Simply go to https://
cnyapg.org/events and follow the instructions to register. You will be able to pay for the meeting ahead of time, if you wish. You still have the option of calling or emailing Bonnie to register if you prefer (you only need to register one way or the other).

CNYAPG
Governance
Membership Renewal
CNYAPG’s membership period
follows the CNYAPG meeting year
from September through August.
Renewals are due in September. To
renew or become a new member,
simply complete the membership
form, available on our website at
www.cnyapg.org. Membership is
only $25 per year and all money
received is used in support of our
organization.
Join CNYAPG at our social networking groups on Facebook and
LinkedIn . These sites (always under development) will provide
online forums for discussion, as
well as another way to inform our
members and networking opportunities. For more information about our
social media sites e-mail us at
admin@cnyapg.org.

The CNYAPG was founded in
1993 to strengthen and advance
the
geological
sciences.
CNYAPG
conducts
regular
meetings on the third Wednesday of each month from September to May. Meetings feature
dinner and distinguished speakers whose presentations invite
comment and discussion.

CNYAPG meets the third Wednesday of the month from September through May
at Spaghetti Warehouse, located at 689 North Clinton Street, Syracuse, New York.
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