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Next dinner meeting - May 20, 2020 

CNYAPG 
April 2020 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, the April 2020  
dinner meeting has been canceled. 

 
President’s Message  

April 2020 
 
The CNYAPG elections for the Officers and Directors are complete. The CNYAPG Officers and Directors for 2020-21 are 
as follows:  
 

President – Calvin Prothro 
Vice President – Sean Pepling 
Secretary – Will Hackett 
Treasurer – Gerry Gould 
Associate Vice President – Sarah King 
Immediate Past President – Guy Swenson 
Directors – Kyle Makovsky, Nate Kranes, Micah Wiesner Andrew Korik, Justin Stroup, and Lewis McCaffrey 

 
I would like to extend my thanks to the Directors and Officers for volunteering their time to be on the Board.  
 
Being at home with plenty of time and endless news about COVID 19, I have wondered what part of the fossil record re-
flects deaths by disease? A Google search indicates that there is an area of study that focuses on the fossil record of patho-
gens. Here is a general summary as it relates to dinosaurs (https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/do-we-know-anything-
about/). Evidence that a particular pathogen caused the death of a fossil appears to be rare, but various pathogens have been 
around for millions of years. It could be that disease played a role in the fossil record but being eaten or severely injured 
may have taken more of a toll. Living things often have shorter lifespans because of the hardships of life. While a patho-
gens are often seen infecting living things, humans with our worldwide mobility have greatly increase the ability of the 
pathogen to rapidly spread. Infections that used to be confined to a small grouping of living things now span continents and 
oceans.  
 
 
Guy Swenson 
President, CNYAPG 
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/do-we-know-anything-about/
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CNYAPG  
Newsletter 
 
The CNYAPG Newsletter is a 
monthly publication of the Central 
New York Association of Profes-
sional Geologists dedicated to 
sharing upcoming events, deliver-
ing regular articles of interest and 
providing the Membership  a forum 
for discussion.  
 
The newsletter is prepared  by the 
Officers and Board of Directors of 
CNYAPG (listed below). 
 
Officers: 
 
Guy Swenson, President 
guy.swenson@obg.com 
 
Calvin Prothro, Vice President 
prothroc@sunyocc.edu 
 
Gerry Gould, Treasurer 
ggould@gouldgw.com 
 
Will Hackett, Secretary 
WHackett@pwinc.com 
 
Sarah King, 
Associate Vice President 
Sking8@oswego.edu 
 
Board of Directors: 
 
Micah Wiesner 
miwiesne@syr.edu 
 
Kyle Makovsky 
kamakovs@syr.edu 
 
Sean Pepling 
spepling@pwinc.com 
 
Ed Hinchey 
ehinchey@indiescientists.com 
 
Bill McCune 
William.mccune@arcadis.com 
 
Nate Kranes 
nkranes@trccompanies.com 

2 

CNYAPG  Monthly Newsletter 
     April 2020 

Iguazu Falls Brazil and Argentina (View from Brazilian side) 
Photo by Guy Swenson 
Iguazu Falls are the largest waterfalls system in the world. The Iguazu River, which is the 
boundary between Brazil and Argentina, forms the falls as it cascades off the Parana Plateau. 
The Parana Plateau was formed by a 135 million-year-old basalt cap. The principal channel the 
river follows one of the many faults that cut the region. 

 
The steady “drip-drip-drip” of the melting Alyeska Glacier, AK 
Photo by Will Hackett 

With most readers under “stay at home” orders, the CNYAPG 
board of directors wanted to take this opportunity to share a few 

of our favorite photos from other places– enjoy! 
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Deep in a coal mine– Somerset, CO 
Photo by Will Hackett 

 
The sealed wellhead of Project Rulison– Rulison, CO 
Worth a read!- https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/11/f68/RulisonFactSheet.pdf  
Photo by Will Hackett 

https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/11/f68/RulisonFactSheet.pdf


CNYAPG 
Governance 

 

Membership  Renewal 
CNYAPG’s membership period 
follows the CNYAPG meeting year 
from September through August.  
Renewals are due in September. To 
renew or become a new member, 
simply complete the membership 
form, available on our website at 
www.cnyapg.org. Membership is 
only $25 per year and all money 
received is used in support of our 
organization. 
 
Join CNYAPG at our social net-
working groups on  Facebook and 
LinkedIn . These sites (always un-
der development) will provide 
online forums for discussion, as 
well as another way to inform our 
members and networking opportuni-
ties. For more information about our 
social media sites e-mail us at  
admin@cnyapg.org. 

www.cnyapg.org 
www.twitter.com/cnyapg 

The CNYAPG was founded in 
1993 to strengthen and advance 
the geological sciences. 
CNYAPG conducts regular 
meetings on the third Wednes-
day of each month from Septem-
ber to May. Meetings feature 
dinner and distinguished speak-
ers whose presentations invite 
comment and discussion. 
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