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Next dinner meeting - September 2020 

CNYAPG 
May 2020 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, the May 2020  
dinner meeting has been canceled. 

 
President’s Message  

May 2020 
 
We are currently faced with staying at home, maintaining social distancing, trying to keep children occupied, and missing the monthly 
CNYAPG meetings. The current situation is no reason to put geology and science on the back burner. I would like to encourage you to 
keep your interest in geology and science alive and the share that interest with others.   
 
If your kids are at home, there is a need to continue their learning and to keep them occupied in a productive way. How about spending 
some time teaching them not only geology, but how to properly perform science studies, how to use science to understand their world, 
how to use science to help evaluate what they hear in the news and from friends, and how to respect what science can and can not do for 
society. Be creative and get them to study what interests them (even if it is not geology). There are lots of aspects of a child’s everyday 
life experience that science can help them understand and can provide a basis for research or collect data as part of a science study. 
Have they found a rock or bug that interests them, do they wonder about our variable weather, what is the diversity of the types of 
plants or animals in the backyard or local park, what does coronavirus data show and is it different from what we read or hear from the 
news, or is what is the geologic history of where they live or want to visit. The science learning potential is endless.  
 
Share your geologic knowledge with others. You don’t have to write a technical paper to share your knowledge. A simple photo of 
some interesting geologic feature posted on Facebook with a short description of the relevant geology can be of interest to many others. 
Local nature centers are looking for ways to virtually connect with members and virtual visitors, so a brief video on some geologic or 
scientific feature on their preserve could be a welcome addition to be shared with others. 
 
Keep your own interest in geology alive. If you are planning a trip, once we are allowed to travel again, spend some time researching 
the geologic history and interesting geologic sites of where you are going. There are many online resources that are available that you 
can find with a little Googling. There are online geologic maps, technical papers, layperson summaries, and even raw data for geology 
around the globe. There are websites that explain geologic processes or videos of various groundwater flow conditions. There is even 
online information on how geology affects the brewing and taste of beer. 
 
Keep geology and science part of your life and share it with others. 
 
Guy 
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New York Association of Profes-
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sharing upcoming events, deliver-
ing regular articles of interest and 
providing the Membership  a forum 
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Angular Unconformity 
Capital Reef National Park, Utah 
Gently dipping Pleistocene deposits of basalt rich alluvium overly steeper dipping (dip about 10 
degrees to the east) Jurassic Carmel Formation. Arrows point to unconformity. Missing over 
100 million years of earth history.   Photo by Guy Swenson 

 
 
Tinker Falls, Cortland County New York 
Photo by Sean Pepling 
 

With most readers under “stay at home” orders, the CNYAPG 
board of directors wanted to take this opportunity to share a few 

of our favorite photos from other places– enjoy! 
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Moab Fault Zone 
US highway 191 road cut in Moab, Utah 
Normal faulting of the Pennsylvanian Honaker Trail Formation These strata have been displaced by a series of faults. These 
faults drop the strata down on the right side of the fault relative to the left side of the fault.  Photo by Guy Swenson 

Lava Flow Tongariro Volcanic Complex 
Tongariro Crossing, New Zealand 
Red Crater, Ngauruhoe volcano, and Mt. Tongariro (left to right) past the lava flow.  Photo by Guy Swenson 
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Route 279 (Bennington Bypass) Road Cut 
Bennington, Vermont 
Folded bedding of the Ordovician Bascom Formation, which is composed of interbedded dolomite, limestone or marble, calcare-
ous sandstone, quartzite and limestone breccia.  Photo by Guy Swenson 

Arches National Park, Utah 
Photo by Will Hackett 
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Tully Valley Subsidence Features 
Tully, New York 
From the late 1880s to 1980s solution mining of halite (salt) beds, located 1,200 feet below the surface of the valley, produced a 
salt brine for the manufacture soda ash. The bedrock, overlying the solution developed cavities in the halite beds, collapsed into 
the cavities eventually causing subsidence at the land surface. This subsidence created an uneven surface topography of the 
valley floor. These surface features include the water filled sinkhole shown in the photo. The sedimentary bedrock in the sur-
rounding valley walls responded to the subsidence by opening pre-existing fractures, one of which is shown in the photo. For 
more information: https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2009/1188/pdf/ofr2009-1188.pdf  Photo by Guy Swenson 

https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2009/1188/pdf/ofr2009-1188.pdf


CNYAPG 
Governance 

 

Membership  Renewal 
CNYAPG’s membership period 
follows the CNYAPG meeting year 
from September through August.  
Renewals are due in September. To 
renew or become a new member, 
simply complete the membership 
form, available on our website at 
www.cnyapg.org. Membership is 
only $25 per year and all money 
received is used in support of our 
organization. 
 
Join CNYAPG at our social net-
working groups on  Facebook and 
LinkedIn . These sites (always un-
der development) will provide 
online forums for discussion, as 
well as another way to inform our 
members and networking opportuni-
ties. For more information about our 
social media sites e-mail us at  
admin@cnyapg.org. 

www.cnyapg.org 
www.twitter.com/cnyapg 

The CNYAPG was founded in 
1993 to strengthen and advance 
the geological sciences. 
CNYAPG conducts regular 
meetings on the third Wednes-
day of each month from Septem-
ber to May. Meetings feature 
dinner and distinguished speak-
ers whose presentations invite 
comment and discussion. 
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